1809-18) Grignon’s Recollections 249

commission from the British authorities, nor do I think his
commission from Gov. Harrison was ever remewed, but he
continued to aet under its authority until the organization of
Brown county, by Gov. Cass, in 1818,—a period of about eleven
vears.

The late John Dousman related to me a case tried before
Reaume, of which he was personally cognizant. Joseph Houll
was the complainant, and his claim, which was a just one, was
for labor rendered the defendant. It was a plain case, and
Reaume decided in favor of Houll, and dismissed the parties.
Dousman having heard so much about Reaume’s singular deei-
sions, concluded he would test the good Justice; and observed,
with assumed sincerity, ‘“Mr. Reaume, now that you have
decided the case, I must say, I am very much surprised at your
decision—yon ought, in justice, to have decided in favor of
the defendant.” “Ah,” replied Reaume, *you did not under-
stand me aright;” and then stepping to the door, he called Houll
back, and asked him how he understood the decision? Houll,
of course, said that he understood that he had won. “Yes,”
said Reaume, “yon have won to pay the costs!” This is only
one instance in many of a similar character, showing a very
facile conscience, and a mind easily changed by caprice or
interest.

After Reaume disposed of his little stock of goods, he se-
cured him a farm on the west side of the river, about four
miles above Green Bay. Probably from the savings of his
stcre, he obtained some cattle and horses, and soon had a
very fine farm, with a comfortable house, and many com-
forts around him. He had a dog named Rabasto, whom
he had trained to go and drive away the thieving black-birds
whenever they would appear in his fields. Not very long
after Col. John Bowyer came to Green Bay in 1815, as
American Indian Agent, he purchased Reaume’s farm at less
than half its value, when the latter made his home with
Judge Lawe about a year. He then obtained a claim for



